Letter for Parents

Dear 

I am writing to you as <the chair> of < > Child Death Overview Panel to inform you of the local child death review processes.  First may I express my condolences on the tragic death of < insert name >.

From April 2008, the government has required Local Safeguarding Children Boards (LSCBs) to carry out a review of all child deaths in their area.  These regulations are outlined in a document called Working Together to Safeguard Children.  The purpose of these reviews is to see whether we can learn lessons from children’s deaths in order to improve the health, safety and well being of children in our area and ultimately, hopefully, to prevent further child deaths  

As part of this process your child’s death has been notified to the panel.  Basic information on your child will be collected by the panel for the purposes outlined above.  All the information we collect will be treated with respect and in confidence.  While all children’s deaths are notified to the panel, a small number are selected for a more in-depth review where we feel there may be particular lessons for us to learn.  For these, more detailed information will be collected and considered by the panel.  When the panel identifies any lessons that could lead to practical action for children, it will make recommendations to the Local Safeguarding Children Board and other agencies.  Each year the panel will publish a report which will be publicly available.  I want to assure you that no identifiable information about your child will be published in the annual report or made available outside the panel.

Many parents, following the death of their child, have significant questions and concerns.  Many want to ensure that something good can come out of their child’s death that may help other children and families.  I would therefore like to give you the opportunity to contribute to the work of the Child Death Overview Panel.  I would like you to consider whether there are any issues that you would like the panel to discuss.  These may be issues around the circumstances leading to <name>’s death, or around the support you as a family received either before or following <his/her> death.  
I will get in touch with you in the next 2 weeks to see whether you would like to contribute anything to the review and if so how.  This could be through myself or another person visiting you at home; through a telephone discussion; or you could talk to your GP or another professional known to you.  If you prefer, you could put your questions or comments in writing.  If you have any questions or comments, or would like any further information, please contact me by phone or at the address given above.
Yours sincerely

